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LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs Offer Support to Local Community

AT LEFT:  Benjamin Hostler, 4, watches as brother Will-
iam Hostler, 7, tests the floating ball blow pipe toy he
made at Saturday’s event. (Photo by Paulette Forry)

A Community Comfort Event was held on Satur-
day, July 1, at Myers Park, Mifflintown, in re-

sponse to the tragic events of June 17, 2023,
which resulted in the shooting death of PSP Tpr.
Jacques F. Rougeau Jr., the critical injury of PSP

Lt. James Wagner, as well as the death of the
shooter. The horrific events shook the

community, which united in mourning and prayer.
The community has also rallied with support  and

gratitude for the Pennsylvania State Police,
dispatchers, and first responders. Several local

pastors assisted at Saturday’s event.

First responders Bronda Milliken (l) and Elizabeth Spicher
(r), of Central Juniata EMS, get acquainted with Comfort
Dog Kezia during a community event held on Saturday,
July 1, in Myers Park, Mifflintown. Liz was  one of the
first responders to the Washington Avenue site on Sat-
urday, June 17, when Lt. James Wagner was shot and
critically injured. (Photo by Paulette Forry)

ABOVE: Janette Gentry signs a message on a Hearts of
Mercy & Compassion heart in honor of Tpr. Jacques
Rougeau Jr., who gave his life in the line of duty on Satur-
day, June 17. • BELOW: A heart bears messages for PSP
Lt. James Wagner who remains hospitalized at Hershey
Medical Center in critical condition. HMC is a mission of
Lutheran Church Charities. (Photos by Paulette Forry)

Amos was one of two canines from the LCC K-9 Comfort
Dog Ministry who traveled to Mifflintown on Saturday for
a Community Comfort Event organized by the Paul W.
DeLauter Youth Center, the Borough of Mifflintown and
its Mayor Roxann McGinnis. Amos welcomed loads of
hugs and pets. The comfort dogs are a mission of
Lutheran Church Charities. (Photo by Paulette Forry)

Distribution events for the Senior Farm-
ers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) are
soon! Eligible seniors in Mifflin and Juniata
Counties are invited to attend the event
closest to your home address:

7/10, 9:00am-12:00pm: Milroy Senior
Center, 283 Broad St, Milroy
7/11, 9:00am-12:00pm: Lewistown
Senior Center, 515 Knepp Ave,
Lewistown
7/12, 8:00am-10:00am: McAlisterville
Senior Center, 158 Lions Den Dr,
McAlisterville
7/12, 10:30am-1:00pm: Four Sea-
sons Senior Center, 47 CJEMS Ln,
Mifflintown
7/14, 12:00pm-2:00pm: Lack-
Tuscarora EMS Building, 9320 RT. 75
S, East Waterford

* PLEASE BRING PROOF OF AGE *
You must be 60 years of age or older by

December 31st of 2023 to receive vouch-
ers. Each eligible senior receives five (5)
$10.00 checks for a total benefit of $50.00,
only redeemable once during the program
year. Residents of nursing homes, per-
sonal care facilities, or any residential set-

Senior Farmers Market
Voucher Distribution

ting that offer meals are ineligible to re-
ceive the vouchers. If you are unable to
attend one of our in-person event days,
applications for vouchers will be available
at each of our Senior Centers and The
Care Network's main office at 25
Rothermel Drive in Yeagertown. Applica-
tions will run in the Lewistown Sentinel
and are also posted online at http://
www.mymjrsc.com/.../senior-farmers-
market.... Please mail completed appli-
cations to: Mifflin-Juniata Regional Ser-
vices, Attn: Farmers Market Voucher, 25
Rothermel Drive, Yeagertown, PA 17099;
or email as an attachment to
farmermarketvoucher@mymjrsc.com.
To receive the produce vouchers, house-

hold income must not exceed the follow-
ing guidelines:

1 person – $26,973
2 people – $36,482
3 people – $45,991
4 people – $55,500
5 people – $65,009
6 people – $74,518

* Income is total income (including inter-
est, Social security, wages, etc.)

Last week, Pennsylvania
Department of Labor & In-
dustry (L&I) Secretary Nancy
A. Walker announced
awards totaling more than
$5 million in grant funding
to support nine youth reen-
try programs that prepare
young Pennsylvanians for
employment or post-sec-
ondary education and aim to
reduce the recidivism rate in
Pennsylvania.

With this grant funding,
nine local workforce devel-

South Central Workforce
Receives Youth Reentry Grant

Continued on page 2

the tools and meaningful re-
sources needed to gain life-
long skills and a good-pay-
ing job, but also help local
employers reach an un-
tapped labor pool," said Sec-
retary Walker. "On behalf of
L&I, I want to thank the
LWDBs for prioritizing young
Pennsylvanians' success
and helping them overcome
challenges, strengthen their
communities, and ultimately
reach their fullest potential."

opment boards (LWDBs) –
in partnership with
Pennsylvania's juvenile jus-
tice system, PA CareerLink®

offices, community organi-
zations and academic pro-
grams – will recruit, re-en-
gage, and assist young
adults ages 18-24 who were
formerly incarcerated or
have interacted with
Pennsylvania's judicial sys-
tem.

"Youth reentry programs
not only give young people

Six fellow PSP troopers serve as pallbearers for Tpr. Jacques ‘Jay’ F. Rougeau Jr.
during his funeral service held on Tuesday, June 27, at the Bayfront Convention Cen-
ter in Erie. Rougeau lost his life in the line of duty on Saturday, June 17, in Walker
Township, Juniata County. Photo Credit: Commonwealth Media Services

New Eligibility Guidelines For
Free And Reduced School Meals

Announced For 2023-24 School Year—

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education (PDE)
announced last week that
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
recently released federal in-
come eligibility guidelines
for free and reduced-price
school meals and free milk
for July 2023 – June 2024.

Schools, and other institu-
tions and facilities, use the

guidelines to determine eli-
gibil ity for the National
School Lunch Program, the
School Breakfast Program,
the Special Milk Program for
Children, the Child and Adult
Care Food Program, and the
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram.

“Free and reduced-price
meals ensure at-risk stu-
dents have access to nutri-

tious food, enabling them to
focus in the classroom and
learn, grow, and achieve,”
said Secretary of Education
Dr. Khalid N. Mumin. “We
know that food insecurity
impacts communities
across the Commonwealth
and beyond, and the Depart-
ment of Education encour-
ages all eligible households

Continued on page 2

Funeral Held for Fallen Trooper

Troop G-Lewistown Commander Sgt.
Lucas R. Rankin speaks at the service for
fallen Trooper Jacques F. Rougeau, who
was assigned to the Lewistown station in
March of this year.  Photo Credit: Commonwealth

Media Services

Chloe Rougeau, widow of Tpr. Jacques F.
Rougeau Jr., eulogizes her husband ‘Jay,’
who gave his life in the line of duty on June
17, 2023, making him the 104th member
of the PSP to make the ultimate sacrifice.
Photo Credit: Commonwealth Media Services

Anyone interested in donating to as-
sist the Troopers' families can send
a check to the Pennsylvania State
Troopers Association (PSTA) at
3625 Vartan Way, Harrisburg, PA
17110. The check should be made
out to the "Survivor's Fund," with
the name of the trooper written in
the "memo" portion of the check.

by Paulette Forry
A funeral service was held

on Tuesday, June 27, at the
Bayfront Convention Center
in Erie for fallen Penn-
sylvania State Police
Tpr. Jacques ‘Jay’ F.
Rougeau Jr., who lost
his life on Saturday,
June 17, in Walker
Township, Juniata
County, in the line of
duty.

That afternoon, Tpr.
Rougeau had en-
countered a man who had
been the subject of an in-
tense search following two

other incidents earlier that
day. Rougeau was shot and
killed by the individual.

Earlier, the suspect had

fired rounds from a large
caliber rifle at marked patrol
cars in the Troop G-

Lewistown parking lot, be-
fore leaving the scene. Sub-
sequent to that, Lt. James A.
Wagner encountered the

man in Mifflintown Bor-
ough and was critically
wounded by a round
that had entered his
patrol vehicle. Wagner
was flown to Hershey
Medical Center, where
he remains hospital-
ized.

After fatally shoot-
ing Tpr. Rougeau, the

shooter was subsequently
killed in an exchange of gun-
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